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DECLARATION OF PETER RAE SKLNTANI PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. 1.13 1 

Hon. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC. 2023 1 



Sir: 

I, Peter Rae Shintarri, declare as follows: 

1. I am the sole inventor of the subject matter as variously described and claimed 
in U.S. Patent Application No. 10/688,338, 

2. I am currently an employee and was employed at all times mentioned herein 
by Sony Electronics Inc, the assignee of U.S. Patent Application No. 10/688,338. 

3. I am personally familiar with the circumstances of and timing of the invention 
of the subject matter claimed in the above-captioned patent application. 

4. Iam informed that claims 1-3, 7-10, 17-18 and 20 in the above-captioned 
patent application were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
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37 C.F.R, 1.131 Declaration 

Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0036811 (Ikeguchi). I am further informed that 
for purposes of 35 U.S,C. § 102(e), the effective date of the Ikeguchi reference is August 
18,2003. 

5. 1 am informed that claims 4-6, 11-16 and 19 in the above-caption patent 
application were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No, 2004/003681 1 (Ikeguchi)- I am further informed that 
for purposes of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), the effective date of the Ikeguchi reference is August 
18,2003. 

6. Based on my personal knowledge, the invention recited in all of the pending 
claims in the above-captioned application was completely conceived before August 18, 
2003. 

7. Based on my personal knowledge, before August 18, 2003, the design of the 
invention was complete enough that I could have made the invention. At least prior to 
August 18, 2003, 1 recognized the inventive aspects of the claimed invention for use in 
television channel mapping and that the claimed invention would work for the intended 
purpose. 

8. The invention was conceived and constructively reduced to practice in the 
United States of America, a NAFTA and WTO member country, and prior to the 
effective date of the Ikeguchi reference. 

9* Exhibit A, submitted herewith, is a copy of an Invention Disclosure form 
signed by me bearing a date (blocked off) after conception of the invention that is prior to 
August 18, 2003. I note that the date is blocked off as pursuant to MPEP 715.07(11), and 
the blocked-off date is a date prior to August 18, 2003. Exhibit A shows that I conceived 
the subject matter claimed in the above-captioned patent application prior to August 1 8, 
2003, 
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10. Exhibit A demonstrates reduction to practice of the invention as claimed in 

the pending claims 1-20. For example, the conception of claims 1-20 is demonstrated 

through Exhibit A at least on page 4, paragraph 2-3 stating in part: 

modify the auto program add feature ... to execute a selective 
autoprogram add for either the digital terrestrial or the digital cable 
systems. Furthermore ... the local cable system has a proprietary 
control system that allows the cable operator to seamlessly move the 
digital channels about in their cable system while remaining transparent 
to the user [for] the reassignment of digital cable channels . . . select to 
do an autoprogram add for either digital cable or for digital terrestrial . . . 
The receiver would then execute the appropriate autoprogram channel 
search. This will reduce the number of actual physical channels and 
modulation schemes that the TV receiver will have to check during an 
autoprogram search ... looking for familiar names in the digital streams 
... the physical RF channel number is associated with the program, and 
this is typical amongst the analog terrestrial broadcasts ... identify a 
digital channel by the name of the channel rather than by the RF channel 
number ... monitoring the availability of the digital channels, in the 
background or even at night, and when a channel disappears, it can use 
this as a tri§ger to self-execute a digital cable autoprogram add. 

Therefore, Exhibit A demonstrates a conception and completion of the invention prior to 
the August 18, 2003 effective date of the Ikeguchi reference. 

1 L Upon completion of the above-mentioned Invention Disclosure form, I 
submitted the Invention Disclosure form to the Intellectual Property Department of Sony 
Electronic Inc. The Intellectual Property Department of Sony Electronics Inc evaluated 
the Invention Disclosure form and forwarded the Invention Disclosure form to outside 
counsel prior to the effective date of the Ikeguchi reference* The outside counsel 
prepared the subject patent application with my help and the application was filed on 
October 17, 2003. 

12. A diligent effort was made following the conception of the invention prior to 
August 1-8, 2003 to file the above-caption patent application, including my preparation of 
the Invention Disclosure form describing the invention following the conception of the 
invention, submitting the Invention Disclosure form to Intellectual Property Department 
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of Sony Electronics Inc for evaluation, the subsequent forwarding of the Invention 
Disclosure form to the outside counsel for drafting the above-caption patent application, 
and the preparation of the application by the outside counsel. 

13. I participated in a conference call with the outside counsel prior to August 1 8, 
2003 where the subject invention was fully described to the outside counsel in detail to 
allow the outside counsel to prepare the above-caption patent application. The above- 
caption patent application was prepared with my assistance and filed on October 17, 
2003, only two months following the effective date of the Ikeguchi reference during 
which time the outside counsel was drafting the above-caption patent application with my 
assistance. 

14. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with tbe knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 
of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application, any patents issuing thereon, or any patent to 
which this Declaration is directed. 




Attachments: Exhibit A 
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Sony Confidential 



* i 



INVENTION DISCLOSURE FCKfc* 



So jdy CoDfldenfhJ 



Nvfc Dau&ButwhvJfrfwrplk^ fa fun* am kftvtutb/tj&n&c V^SaMgfihtast Odds >E^psrrax^Innr.r*Mt 

l identification WI3C2&etkZZ£L 

la. Shcxt Dc acqpriyg "Htfc of tfrc Inventions 



1 Ctett Q AM Turfb^ MctinKT 



3 



ib. 



Short Sonwiaiy of the Iirventia4 

y e mid efSdect ffethod to ame QAM sjpiali with ant mpplgmavtsl tmyjgait^ad infocnatioa^ 



L 



2. Kamfc of RiijpoastblcPatettt Coordinator (if any): 



BufflDssa Address; 


Peter aintani, 16450 "West BanardoXXv&, SaaDieao 


Business Phone/Pax: 




Business Email Address: 





(I) 



Identify flJJ pctsdifi \J?Jio oOatziboted » the poesent inveiitio* inckdkig person; fccm Otbcr Sony I>rrisons l Sony 
Japan and Oakjidr Coxxiparaes. final detemo«tiwi of nvefliacsbipi&. a legal <fift£*ion < vljA -wfllte. resolved it a 
later time. 



Full Leral Name: 


Peter RacShinliQi 


Home Address: 


15616 Bernardo Center Drive £2501 &a I&£oCA^2l27 


GfazeoshaTx 




Business Address ^iitodE mal drop) : 


16450 "WBeaaEido Drive, ShmI^ked CAS>:2E7 


Business Phone/Fax: 


S5S942r55Q2 «58WCM2O0 


JJIlSlfifiSS HrtflaiT A.'jj^*'^^^ 


pcl^li1rtLirir(Siijjjroiy;c0ini 


Division / Company/ Location: 


YPA. /SonrEl^gftwmcsTnc SwaDie^oCA 


Budget code: 




X Sony Employee Xnimi 


CcntiactarfCcjHiliwt T«op04ier 


Manager's Name: 


HnrfcuxiiUsixi 


Bmfaess Address: 


16450 WBednmdoI)rrve i %IZ7250 SmCto CA 92127 


Business Pkme/Faxi 


858 M2 4050 /B5B 9429200 


Business Email Address: 





P) 



Full Legal Name: 




Home Address 




Ol ^fcf -ffl* -^T*TPt 





SOWYCONFtDEMTUL aodPROPEUETAKy 
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CJ) 



(4) 



Business Address (include nflfl drop): 




Business Phone/Fa*: 


/ 


Badness Email Address: 






/ / 


Budget Cade: 




(J Sony Eipplcyee <j Intern 


«j Ootfb^ctoi/Consuttanl q Temp. 3 Other : . 






Business Address: 




business Pnorie/Fax: 




Business Email Addiess; 






Pull Legal Name: 




Home Address: 




Citizenship; 


(If Japanese, please provide uauuemKaniO 


Business Address (include mail drop): 




Business Pbans/Fmc 


/ 


Business Bmnl Address: 




Division / Cbrafjany ' location: 


I 1 


Budget Code: 




crSonyEtapkYce q latero 


€i CbgtPietei/Onnsufaut q Temp. <2 Other: 


M atupeini Nttucs 




Business Address; 




Business Phone/Fax; 




Business Email Address: 






FuULeFalNfime: 




Uon» Address: 




Cfrh'TrriislaDC 


(If Japanese, nlea$e provide name mKanfi) [ 


Business Address (include mail drop): 




Bushes? Plioae/Fajc 


/ 


Business Basil Address 




Diviskm / Couapany / Ixw^ticru: 


/ / 


Bu^getCodK 




cf Sony Employee Intern 


qCdin^ctaOnsnlfeint cr T«ny. Other : 


Manager's Name? 




Business Address; 




Business Phone/Fas: 


/ 


Business Email Address: 





(Use Additional Inventors sheet if necessary) 



XL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

1, Do you bcSeve thu invention va* developed -wtdk -vrorHng under ox in die perform ance of tacpcmnental, 
devebpuiental or research work called for by a Government Contract or upon die understanding that a 
Government Contract -would be awarded? 

XNO YES 

SONY CONFIDENTIAL and PROPRIETARY 
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Z Has your invention been disclosed to anyone outside of Sony in a speech, exhibit, pteseo&ucn, product, prodoct 

nwnual, report, lecture, t*ade show, technical article, pubficatioii Or otherwise? 
X NO YES 



3l Is this invention related to any ytamw Sony Invention Disdosures of which yon axe raw (nude by you or 
someone cbc)> 
XNO "YES 

4. If you responded "YES rt to any of questions 1-3. please explain below: 



5. Name of prooVt(s) or project^) fc* this invention wis developed 

Ttgs idea would apply to ony iecqver&aiiBe^jojcgag<^ute new charmgl lists in on efficient marazr. 



6- Whcu do yea expect a product incorporating this invention to be sold, oUexed. fax sale o* shown to 3 
outside of Scuoy? r^a product ox pro to typch^ 
earliest date this happened): 

7. Has a working model of the invention been built and t£3t*d (ox appropriate software bemmtxea)? 
XNO YES: If yes, v*ho has witnessed a dernonstnulon, and when? 



1 1 

8- list bdOW any patents, publications. article** texts, products, etc -which describe technology sardine to your 
invention including rcfrfence material vbich may be useful in understanding the background technology o£ your 
invention: (Include 2 copy of each item to IFD- Please include copier of aD tibhogophiual ioromutiaa) 



Have not done a search 



HI, DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Provide a concise technical description of your invention in the fafflttt nntfiqcH bdPW 00 *^* ftTtog '™ a p ft Btt , 



1; Explain the pxobknis, issues or needs whkb Jed to die invention, and explain how othctt tare j 
pxebjem^ issoes ot ncftdfi. 
In art Analog NTSCT^ receiver, 

avaikble signals. A& tijr number of available channels increases, the atrtoprograffiniing rime -wiH iocicaae 
TOSih die advent of digptol tcncBtdaJ, *fag to the more gft*ipl»jc naujtc Af thf <ii gfoT HgT^l. thg gq jdmd to 
do an aofcopiograsn increases dramatically: Purthetmore. «ith the advent digital cable channels iff 
arotnpiog fciipnung uxuc \wH ^acreage even more. 
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PAGE 1 5/18 * RCVD AT 2Q8/2006 7:49:42 PM [Eastern Standard Time]« SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/11 * DNIS:2738300* CSID:8S85520095* DURATION (mm-ss):0M8 



02/28/06 16:53 FAI 8585520095 



©016 



4of 

2i D es c rib e yoox hrveiirtoa in terms of how it solves the problems described in paragraph 1. Sfteriflc^idenriry the 
ne w or novel reatmxs of your invention. Desaibc die construction and operatkxn of tic mention inrlnrif™* 
drawings (How charts, scherriatics, block diagrams, ttedwwl drawings, photographs, etc) You may attach 
dacnmeutatkni a the form of letters, memos, engtnfning notebook pages, etc if avaflaMe, « yon may use a 
m?ny invention disclosure data sheets as necessary. Be smc each page is sjgaedj dated and witnessed* 

Due to the aU or nothing rectptkm character of digital tv signals whether 8 VSB tfti^qfll or 64/256 QAM 
digital cable signals, it is very hard to perform a 100% perfect autoprograrn. Previously, iA tibe Bony t egcatiM 
DTV receivers to alleviate this problem, a modified autoprogtam feature was added. It was an autoprogram 
fortms which only added channels Tha way die gobsBtj uenr sniopzogzasn exexrucons would ody need to scsudi 
the cbanneb that were not In me TV set's channel map when doing an attte program add. 

Here, the idea n to further modify the a^ to program odd feature so that it would be evtn core Edible, 
la a c%M cable ready iccetvec, tyjucdry there would also be a distal terrestrial receiver* Thus the ado add 
featnre Tpould bg iimdificd so that it would be able to ^rrp-ctiti" a seleq^giUi^ro^amgdd for eafaex 
the digital terrestrial or die digital cable systems. Furthermore, since in a digital cable system, typically die local 
cable system ha* a trtopdetary control cyston that allows the cable operator to seamlessly move ike digital 
channels about in their cable system whOc "^^^^ transparent Co the the reassignment of dA&ol csflfe 
ctemnels is lively to ciccurr^ 



3; if mere is more than one way to implement your invention, describe the "Best Mode" 

preference as to how to but implement, build, produce* OX use your invention (e^ preferred pans, tiwtrriri% 
ter Jtf ir p^ ff% etc^ which yon feel are best in practicing year invention). Each submitter's opinion is nqjtJctaiu, kca, 
even u? there is dbagreemeox. Please list anting you think wx& make the invention, better in any my, 

One possible* but not the only method to implement the feature would be to either via die GUI rneau, of die tv 
receiver or by a, direct entry key on the TV* r e ceiv er and or its remote contra^ the usee can reqttst m 
antoprogram add which can be preformed for any of the modulation schemes, nod or in -any cnmfajnafiaa or 
with further modifiers,, such as with which physical input connector of die TV. 

'typically, a user would have two inputs to the TV, one for cable rod one for taxestnal, howerer, 2a some r ay , 3 
the two can concetveably be combined prior Co being fed to the tv. The user would select to do an auto program 
add for either cbgjtal cable ox tor digital terrestrial. The TV wodd then look at the previous m*** xspnts to 
determine which input of die TV was connected to which signal source. The receiver' wntjld then execute die 
ap propriate aiitnnrogram channel Beacch, m51 seduce toe nmnfa^g of agwial physmd ^»ty i ^ y ^\ inodnlaittti '**" 
schemes that the TV receiver win have to check during an autoprogram search. 

fiirfrefmoTP,theTVsetcante snxaoas. 
Most people Identify a name of the channri rarher than its physical location. In many cases, the physical 
RF channel nttmber is associated whb the 

p^i^^tt^pi^ and dns rs typicsl asno n^Bt flitf analog ospbsb^M OfMd^r*tffi 
However, m a Cable tv chanwl, xofaethgr aaalng or Cjffial, often ffcw wma qf tfac f^iqnrr 1 h Ftt^PTP PttmmPflTy 
to identity the cha n nel Thos it would be wise for the TV set to be able to identity a d^b^ channel by the 
name of the rhannel rather than by the RF chantrd number. Thus when a chgtal cbasmel dddis executed the TV 
can be operated such that it does not present die JUF chaand rnraaber to the yjewei; bclrnatead present the 
digital fhflnnf N name, If the TV is smart enough, st could be inonhoong the availability of dxe cbgits] ch^aa^, 
in the badc^ound or even at night, and when a chatinH disappears, it can use this ns a tri^er lo selfereeaim 
a dtgnal able autoprogxam add. 
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4c Briefly describe any alternate me» > variaiions or modifications of your hrontoaa if any, iffhkh yro coaneqipb,te. 



Signature of Submittals) 


Signatures of Witnesses (ai leu* two witnessesprefered) 




Date j 








Date 






Date 








Date 






Date 








Dflte 






Date 








Date 
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fegafen pfrfrimc nmSbssx 



Signature of Submitters) 


Read and Understood by: 

Signatories of Witnesses (at kasc iwo uritoesas preftirvd) 




Dale 








Date 






Date 








D*te 






Date 








D*te 






Date 








Date 
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